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Bear Mountain – Progress continues at Bear Mt. under the leadership of project manager Eddie Walsh.  This project, now in it’s second of what is expected to be at least a 5 year undertaking is perhaps the largest and perhaps most expensive investment in treadway construction ever undertaken by the A.T. partners.  The MARO-RPC is well aware of the unique site conditions and use patterns that warrant this level of construction.  By the end of next year, NPS will have contributed in excess of half a million dollars toward the project.  There has been significant volunteer contribution and it is instructive to note that while NY-NJTC vols have turned out we have seen the predicted trends and have had numerous corporate and organized youth groups participate.  We’ve also hired several SCA leaders to help provide leadership for these groups
New Jersey – After years of complaints from hikers about the condition of the privies at shelter sites in New Jersey, it now appears that the New Jersey A.T. Management Committee and DEP will begin installing the popular and effective moldering privies, which should significantly improve the public health situation on the A.T. in that state.
Palmerton – The Trail passes through the nation’s largest unmitigated superfund site as it traverses the Lehigh Gap in a section maintained by the Philadelphia Trail Club.  Plumes of smoke from zinc smelting operations deposited layers of lead, cadmium and zinc into the soil resulting in the defoliation of miles of ridgeline, and total loss of soil on the slopes and ridgecrest, creating a moonscape effect. Efforts are underway to restore the vegetation and wildlife habitat on the mountain.  Partners include EPA and the PA Game Commission.  ATPO’s Don Owen and ATC-MARO’s Michele Miller, along with Philadelphia Trail Club’s Paul Schubert have represented the A.T.’s interest in negotiating a remediation plan that will include a major relocation of the A.T. beginning with a temporary route from Little Gap and eventually a permanent route up to and including the ascent from the Lehigh River.  Thousands of tri-axle truckloads of soil amendments and seed will be moved on site and trees will be planted in numerous “resource islands” that will be enclosed with fencing. Remediation plans include the possibility of draping the nose of the ridge with 70 acres of wire rope mesh.  Entertainment conglomerate CBS acquired the property including the liability and responsibility for remediation. ATC is reviewing what level of participation they will engage in and whether or not we will redesign and reconstruct the Trail, or whether we will contract that work.   
Harrisburg Watershed Wind Farm – The proposal for a wind farm on the Susquehanna A.T. Club’s section north of Harrisburg has been withdrawn.  After a year of testing, it was determined that the site’s wind dynamics are marginal, making the investment for the financially strapped City of Harrisburg a risky proposition.  The site is nominally visible from the A.T. but is on the Kittatinny flyway, an Important Bird Area (IBA).  

PA RT 944 – In 2003 ATC and NPS engaged the services of the Federal Highway Administration to conduct a review of the all of the A.T. highway crossings that were perceived to be hazardous.  One of them was PA Rt. 944 at the north end of the Cumberland Valley.  ATC submitted a proposal to PA DCNR and succeeded in securing $225,000 funding for the design and engineering of a pedestrian underpass to separate pedestrian traffic from vehicular traffic on this busy commuter route.  ATC hired the engineering firm Herbert Rowland and Grubic (HRG) to complete the plans and prepare the construction bid documents, which we expect by month’s end.  Construction of the underpass is predicted to cost $1.2 million.
PA Appalachian Trail Act – ATC and KTA have been working with PA Representative Bob Freeman to strengthen the language of the 1978 PA A.T. Act.  Representative Freeman, assisted by Charles Elliott (the attorney who represented ATC in the fight against the proposed Alpine Rose racetrack) drafted the new language which will allow municipalities to enact zoning to protect the A.T., even if they don’t have zoning throughout the remainder of the township.  Unanticipated opposition to the bill was mounted by the Pennsylvania Association of Township Supervisors whose objection to the bill was based more on the perception that it was a “top down” unfunded mandate on municipalities by the state rather than an opposition to providing an additional protection tool for A.T.

S. Mountain Conservation Landscape Initiative (“CLI”) – Pennsylvania DCNR has launched an initiative to protect large landscapes.  There are 8 such initiatives, with South Mountain being the most recently designated.  This CLI encompasses the entire Trail from Boiling Springs to Pen Mar and the South Mountain landscape through Cumberland, York, Adams, and Franklin counties.  ATC was asked to provide leadership to the focus group and staff has participated in many meetings with other conservation organizations, municipalities, and county planning staffs. We recently hosted DCNR Secretary Mike DiBerardinis and his entourage and conducted a four mile hike of the A.T. which highlighted approximately 1200 acres within the fore and middle ground of the A.T. and the popular White Rocks Trail for a tour.  Staff is working very closely with the Central Pennsylvania Conservancy, The Nature Conservancy, the York Farm and Natural Lands Trust, Cumberland County Planning Department and DCNR.  These partners have prioritized several undeveloped tracts which may total as much as 1000 acres for protection including some fee and some easement acquisitions.  Like most of the efforts that involve state funds, a match will need to be raised by the partners.  This is likely to be a $10 million dollar acquisition, and ATC has made a commitment to assist with raising the match.  The project will fall within A.T. sections managed by CVATC, MCM, and PATC.
JFK Race – Under President Kennedy’s leadership, a nationwide fitness movement was initiated and a series of ultra marathon 50 mile “JFK Races” were promoted.  Interest in the races waned over the years but Maryland’s event has endured.  Unfortunately, their route includes about 5 miles of the A.T. including a steep descent from Weverton Cliffs.  The event draws over 1000 participants and is strongly supported by the tourism bureau and our DNR partner.  Despite efforts to work with race organizers to minimize damage to the footpath and the Trail experience, they have been minimally responsive.  Park Manager Pam Underhill and Ranger Todd Remaley met with DNR park managers and the principal race organizer to ensure compliance with the requirements of the Special Use Permit. (There may be more late breaking news to report at the meeting.)
Shenandoah National Park National Register of Historic Places Nomination – Working with the Olmstead Center, SHEN is going through the nomination process to the National Register of Historic Places nomination for the A.T. in the Park, based in part on the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) A.T. construction in Shenandoah.  While the park Superintendent questioned ATC’s “right” to review the nomination document prior to submittal, ATPO Park Manager Pam Underhill ensured that both PATC and ATC had a voice at the table.  Perhaps the most significant historical event in the park is the fact Myron Avery and Benton MacKaye vigorously disagreed over the construction of Skyline Drive, a rift that continues to be felt in management philosophies for the A.T. to this very day.
Trail To Every Classroom – The Trail to Every Classroom program is a professional development program for educators that encourage teachers to use the A.T. and other public lands as educational resources and to initiate service learning opportunities.  Several teams of teachers representing five school districts (Blue Ridge in NOVA, Middletown and Thurmont in MD, and Gettysburg and Waynesboro in southern PA) participated in the intensive training that includes a weeklong summer institute and two local weekend workshops.  PATC’s President Lee Sheaffer served a resource support role and provided the connection with the club.  The program is offered for graduate credit.  NPS’s Rita Hennessy has been the mastermind behind this hugely successful program.  Conversations with PA DCNR’s Environmental Education Dept. are underway, and there will be a push to recruit PA and NJ teachers next year. 
Ridgerunner -The 10 Mid-Atlantic ridgerunners reported 11616 user visitor contacts,  These included: 6486 day hikers, 3173 backpackers, and 1834 thru-hikers.  The Season was extended again in NJ and Maryland (Sunfish/Backpacker and Annapolis Rocks) into October.
ATC Mid- Atlantic Trail Crew - 31 individuals filled 46 of 64 slots (72%). They and a handful of "walk ons" volunteered total of 1928 hours.

The crew worked:

1 week CVATC at CV bridge (Pa) - built 42' log stringer bridge (partially completed)

3 weeks NY-NJTC at Bear Mountain (NY) - crib wall and rock steps

1 week BMECC at Eckville (Pa) - 66' of turnpiking near Hawk Mountain Sanctuary

2 weeks PATC US 522 (Va) - 270' boardwalk near Smithsonian property

1 week MCM  near Boiling Springs (Pa) - built 24' 2 log stringer bridge
National Interest Electrical Transmission Corridor – NIETC (pronounced “Neat’ See”) will be covered separately (see issue paper) by Michele tomorrow morning.
MARO Sales and Service - ATC’s Mid-Atlantic Regional Office is operated out of a National Park Service incidentally acquired structure.  Like the clubs, ATC is required to comply with the various and sundry bureaucratic mechanisms designed to protect the Trail and trail experience. After years of back and forth with ATPO regarding our ability to provide educational services consistent with our non-profit 501C (3) status, we finally are in a position to  sell maps, guidebooks, and a limited inventory of ATC’s merchandise.  Perhaps most importantly, we can now sell and process new ATC memberships “on the spot.”   While we are still working out procedures, ATC MARO staff is pleased to be able to offer a new level of customer service to our visitors.  It is estimated that the MARO staff provides A.T. information to approximately 5000 visitors annually.
