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PA A.T. Act  HB 1281 – PA State Representative Bob Freeman has drafted a bill to strengthen the PA A.T. Act.  Following several meetings where stakeholders were invited to offer suggestions to tweak the bill’s language, it is expected to reach the floor of the state legislature within the month.  The bill adds language that would help local municipalities protect the A.T. in their communities and would empower them to deny requests similar to the Alpine Rose racecourse.  The Pennsylvania Association of Township Supervisors raised opposition to the bill, not so much because they oppose additional protection for the A.T., but rather on principle because it could be perceived as diminishing their authority in our home rule state.  
PA A.T. License Plate HB 168 – PA State Representative Mike Carroll continues to marshal a bill for the creation of a PA “A.T.” license plate.  The bill has been drafted but is not yet out of the Transportation Committee.  If successful, ATC, as a PA registered non-profit 501c(3), stands to generate $15 for each tag sold ($35 fee to PennDOT).  Revenue generated by Pennsylvania residents would stay in Pennsylvania supporting PA A.T. projects, programs, and A.T. partners.  We hope that this bill will be introduced on the House floor in this legislative session.
Route 944 Underpass – ATC has retained services from the Harrisburg-based engineering firm Herbert, Rowland and Grubic (HRG) to design and engineer a pedestrian underpass beneath PA Rt. 944 in Cumberland County, PA.  The design and engineering will be finished by Thanksgiving and the construction bid package is expected to be let by ATC by the end of January.  Plans call for most of the work outside of the highway right of way, including excavating the approaches to the underpass, to be done in the spring. The actual road closure, to allow for excavating and setting the culverts, will be done in a three day window over Memorial Day weekend to avoid a major detour during the workweek.  PA DCNR’s Bureau of Conservation and Recreation provided funds for the design and engineering, and construction costs will be covered by PennDOT through Transportation Enhancement funds.  Construction is expected to cost $1.2 million.
Mid Atlantic Crew –The Mid-Atlantic Crew has worked or is scheduled to work in three places in PA in 2007. The first weeks was spent with the Cumberland Valley A.T. Club just north of the Scott Farm starting construction of a replacement bridge over a tributary of the Conodoguinet Creek. As I speak, they are spending week 4 near Hawk Mountain Sanctuary with the Blue Mt. Eagle Climbing Club, installing turnpiking just Trail south of Hawk Mountain Road. The final week of the season will be spent with the Mountain Club of Maryland near Route 94, south of Boiling Springs, replacing 2 bridges that are dangerously close to falling into the streams they span. 

PA Ridgerunners – The three PA Ridgerunners reported a total of 1960 visitor contacts in 2007: 655 contacts with day hikers, 490 with overnight backpackers and 778 with thru-hikers, with the balance made up of assorted other users of trail lands, both legit and not-so-legit (climbers, birders, equestrians, mountain bikers and ATV'ers.) They reported hiking over 1400 miles on the 152.5 miles of AT covered in PA.  DCNR and the host 
Trail To Every Classroom “TTEC”- Some of you may be aware that ATC and NPS have launched a program to introduce educators and school districts to the A.T. and to begin to engage them in an effort to recognize the A.T. as more than simply a recreational resource, but also as an educational resource.  The TTERC program is a professional development program for teachers and teams of teachers from Trail states are brought to the National Conservation Training Center in Shepherdstown, WV for a weeklong intensive symposium followed by 2 weekend “local” workshops.  Next year we hope to focus on Pennsylvania and we’re pleased to be working with Lebanon Valley College in Annville PA, and DCNR’s environmental education staff.  This is an exciting program and I believe that KTA’s future might be even brighter as we introduce school children to our trail world.
Palmerton - Many of you are aware of the environmental damage to Blue Mt as a result of the zinc smelting operation that took place there decades ago.  The National Park Service, EPA and ATC have been working together on an extraordinarily complex remediation plan that will involve both a temporary and permanent relocation of the Trail between Lehigh Gap and Little Gap in Philadelphia Trail Clubs section.  Entertainment conglomerate CBS acquired the property including the responsibility to remediate the Superfund Site. A temporary relocation which will take the trail from Little Gap to the crest of Blue Mt. is scheduled to be constructed this fall
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