Dear AT Maintaining Club Member:

In the mission you and I share, we are always on the lookout for new allies and inventive ways to protect the Appalachian Trail.
That’s why I’m happy to be writing to you today with some very good news.  One of your fellow Appalachian Trail Conservancy members has issued a timely Challenge Grant to help us raise additional funds before the end of the year.

The Challenge Grant will match, one-to-one, any gift you and other members make before December 31st, up to $100,000.  This doubles the effect of your donation to protect the Trail.  A $200,000 possibility
As you know, we are constantly challenged to do more with very limited resources, so this is a fantastic opportunity to increase our fundraising before the end of 2007.  I hope you can help.
This is the time of year when many of us make special donations to help make the world a better place.  Making a gift to protect and preserve the Appalachian Trail helps to bring peace and serenity into the lives of the more than 3,000,000 people who visit the A.T. every year.

It’s a gift that will have a lasting effect for decades … and even generations.

This Challenge Grant couldn’t have come at a better time.  ATC is constantly being asked to stretch our limited resources to achieve our tasks.  With this challenge we are finally presented with an opportunity to increase these limited resources to accomplish some of those tasks.  There are so many urgent needs to maintain the Trail and protect it from development, and so many opportunities to improve and preserve the priceless experience of the world’s greatest footpath.

The following are just a few of the programs and projects that require additional funding and human resources to manage.








· We are working to expand our Community Outreach to the towns and counties along the AT.  

In places like Woodstock, Vermont; the Mahoosucs in Western Maine; Hot Springs, North Carolina; the New River Valley of Virginia; and Boiling Springs, Pennsylvania; we’re reaching out to local communities with resources and technical assistance to help with open space management.

We are also helping these communities create economic development plans that protect the priceless resource of the Appalachian Trail.  

By offering assistance to manage local lands near the Trail, we can influence development to preserve the experience of the Trail and prevent inappropriate development.  
· Our Ridgerunner Program needs sustained funding in 2008 to meet the urgent need for increased vigilance to prevent Trail abuse, and educate hikers. More and more people are enjoying the Appalachian Trail in recent years.  But it’s critical that hikers learn how to use the Appalachian Trail gently, so we don’t all “love it to death”.  Our Ridgerunners play a key role, traveling up and down the Trail, watching for problems, and educating users on the principles of “Leave No Trace”.

· We are currently hard at work protecting specific parcels near the A.T. in Rocky Fork, Tennessee, a few of key areas in Virginia, and in the Mahoosucs Mountains in Maine.

At Rocky Fork, we’re working to protect a pristine, 10,000 acre wildland adjacent to the Appalachian Trail.  This will expand the buffer area next to the Trail corridor in that area and expand the Unicoi Bear Reserve.  

It will mean that one of the most undisturbed sections of the Trail will remain that way forever.

· With additional resources we look to initiate a full fledged Internship Program to start training the next generation of land managers, conservationist, non-profit financiers, managers and fundraisers.  As our volunteer base ages it is imperative that we reach and teach the generation that will safeguard this Trail active for the next fifty years.

And these are just a few of the reasons why we truly need the extra help now, and why the Challenge Grant is such a unique opportunity.

I hope you will help us take full advantage of the $100,000 Challenge Grant by making the most generous donation you can.  It’s a great time to make an extra gift, if possible, as it will go even further to help protect the Trail we all love so much.

If you can make a donation of $30, you will clearly see that your gift is doubled to $60 to move us closer to our goal.  If you can give $50, you will see it doubled to $100.  

And if you can even give $100, or more, you will be able to instantly see how much you are helping us to gain the entire $100,000 Challenge Grant.

You can mail your contribution to the Appalachian Trail Conservancy; PO Box 807; Harpers Ferry, WV  25425, attn: Challenge Grant.  
There are a number of ways to give including donations of appreciated stock, or through a 401(k) rollover.  You may even want to make this a triple challenge.  We always appreciate your support, and wish you and your family Happy Holidays!
Sincerely,

David N. Startzell

Executive Director

P.S.  There are so many reasons to give before December 31st.  First, it’s the giving season.  Second, there are tax benefits for 2007.  We also have so many pressing needs and opportunities to further our shared mission.  Add to that the Challenge Grant that makes your donation go twice as far, and I hope you’ll agree that this is a great time to support ATC.  We really need and appreciate your help.  Thank you.  






